196                           LIFE IK THE GUPTA AGE

In this room the king's limbs were anointed with sandal-wood paste
(cmdanenanidipta sarvdngo), sweetened with the fragrance of saffron,
camphor and musk, (m?ganiada-karpurakumkuniav8sa surabhma). Then
he put on a chaplet^of scented flowers (mfilattkusiimasekharah), changed
Ms garb and with no adornment save his jewelled ear-rings, he broke
his fast.1 In this room of fragrance there were court women
attendants appointed by the Grand-Chamberlain,3 slaves and zenana
women, sent by the king, bearing in baskets various ornaments,
wreaths, unguents and robes, which they presented to the king.
Having taken them all in due order from these women, he first
anointed some companion near him; and when his own anointing
was over, he gave to those around him, flowers, perfumes, robes and
jewels, and finally went to the banquet-hall.*

We may now compare these details with an evidently pre-Gupta
painting at Ajanta, wherein a king is depicted at his bath. Clad
only in a loin-cloth he is seated on a high-backed stool. On his
right stands a maid with a tray of pastes and unguents; while on
his left are two chowri-bearers; behind him are two attendants whose
hair is covered with a cloth, pouring water over his head from the
vessels. To the left of the king we also see a water-carrier, an old
man, wearing a tunic and reclining on a staff (Mafia Pratiharal), an
attendant carrying unguents, and another who is naked and is
reclining to take a bowl from a launch-backed woman.1 Although
there is some variation between the pictures which we find in Bana
and at Ajanta, the traditional system of a royal bath deserves to be
noticed.

We may now turn to the details of a royal dinner as it was
actually conducted in the days of Harsavardhana, and Bana gives us
some interesting details about this function of social life of Ms
times. The king Candrapida, he relates, "then (after his bath) went
to the banquet hall (fihara-maodapa) which was rich in a thousand
jewelled vessels". He sat there on a doubled rug (cM(jn.mta-
ImlMsanopavistah) with his guests next to him eagerly employed, as
was fitting, in praising his virtues, and the host of princes, placed
each in order of seniority, on the ground, felt the pleasure of their
service increased by seeing the great courtesy with which the prince
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